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June 26, 2008
PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

CONTACT:  Ron Pinciaro, CAGV Executive Director, 203-335-3802, 203-895-0651 (cell)
Supreme Court Rules on DC Gun Ban

In a decision contrary to all previous Supreme Court interpretations of the Second Amendment, the Supreme Court ruled today that the amendment gives individual the right to own firearms.  Previously the amendment had been read to grant the right only when associated with the effectiveness of a “well-regulated militia.”

Although much controversy has swirled around the argument of whether the right to bear arms was intended to be an individual or collective right, the practical impact of the decision, particularly here in Connecticut, will not be significant.

“Our Constitution here in Connecticut has long recognized the right of all individuals to own firearms.  Today’s Supreme Court decision will have no effect on the common sense gun laws we’ve enacted here in Connecticut,” said Ron Pinciaro, Co-Executive Director of CT Against Gun Violence.

The Court was split in a close five to four decision.  The opinion was written by Justice Scalia with a dissenting opinion authored by Justice Breyer. Siding with Justice Scalia were Justices Thomas, Aulito, Kennedy, and Chief Justice Roberts. The dissenting opinion was supported by Justices Ginsberg, Breyer, and Stevens.

“This decision will certainly be read by the gun lobby as a cause for bragging rights,” said Pinciaro, “but it will in no way deter us in our efforts to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and others who are prohibited from owning them. What is important is that we do everything possible to keep our communities, our families, and our children safe from gun violence.”

# # # # #

CT Against Gun Violence is a Connecticut non-profit organization dedicated to reducing gun violence through a common sense approach to public education and legislative advocacy.

CT Against Gun Violence


P.O. Box 523    Southport, CT  06890


tel:  203-268-3050     fax:  203-268-2940


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cagv.org" ��www.cagv.org�








�








