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Microstamping – linking the gun to the crime scene

What is microstamping?
Microstamping uses lasers to make precise, microscopic engravings on the firing pin or inside the firing chamber of a gun which are transferred to the casings when the gun is fired.  Police at a crime scene can immediately read the microscopic serial numbers on the shell casings and link the evidence to the specific gun that fired the round. 

How will microstamping help solve crime?

Microstamping technology will help law enforcement identify and apprehend perpetrators of gun crime.  In many cases, the only evidence at the crime scene may be a spent cartridge case.  Microstamping will allow police to positively link used cartridge cases recovered at crime scenes to the firearms and criminals that fired them.

Microstamping will also help reduce gun trafficking of new semi-automatic handguns through creating accountability. Legal purchasers who buy guns in Connecticut for traffickers (known as straw buyers) will be deterred once they understand that crimes committed with the guns can be traced directly back to them  (67% of firearms recovered in Connecticut and traced by the Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms, Tobacco, and Explosives in 2006 were first sold at retail in the state).

What will microstamping cost?

Manufacturers will incur modest costs to adopt the new technology. The increased manufacturing cost is anticipated to be between fifty cents and one dollar per firearm. If the cost of the technology is passed on to the consumer, it is expected to be less than one percent of the cost of the handgun.
Who else requires microstamping?

California recently passed AB 1471, the Crime Gun Identification Act,and the bill was signed into law by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  The law requires that all all new models of semiautomatic handguns sold in California after January 1, 2010 be equipped with a microscopic array of characters that identify the make, model and serial number of the pistol. The characters must be etched or imprinted onto the pistol’s internal working parts or interior surfaces and would be imprinted on each cartridge case when the handgun is fired.
Did law enforcement support microstamping?

YES!  More than 65 California law enforcement organizations, police chiefs, and sheriffs from all over the state supported the legislation.  The International Association of Chiefs of Police has endorsed microstamping.












