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REP. LAWLOR: U.S. SUPREME COURT DECISION WILL NOT AFFECT CONNECTICUT’S GUN CONTROL LAWS
State Representative Mike Lawlor (D-East Haven), co-chairman of the state legislature’s Judiciary Committee, said that today’s 5-4 U.S. Supreme Court decision that Americans have an individual right to own guns for self-defense and hunting appears to have no affect on the State of Connecticut’s gun control laws.
The case, District of Columbia v. Heller, overturns Washington D.C.’s absolute ban on handguns.
“Today’s decision does not affect any of the common sense gun control laws we have in Connecticut,” said Lawlor, who has been a leader in advocating for reasonable gun control laws.

Some of the state’s laws he listed as appearing to be constitutional under today’s decision include the:

· Ban on the sale of assault weapons
· Requirement that hand gun owners must pass a background check and go through mandatory safety training

· Regulation of “secondary sales” of handguns

· Prohibition of gun ownership by convicted felons, drug dealers and defendants in domestic violence cases

· Requirement to report a lost or stolen firearm

Lawlor explained, “In Connecticut, all citizens have the right to own handguns and long guns.  Gun ownership also brings with it a number of responsibilities and gun owners will continue to be held accountable if they engage in irresponsible conduct with their guns.”

Today’s ruling was the Supreme Court’s first major decision on gun rights in U.S. history.
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