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    INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

RESOLUTION 
 

 
Adopted at the 115th Annual Conference 

San Diego, CA 
November 11, 2008 

 
SUPPORT FOR FULL BYRNE GRANT FUNDING 

 
Submitted by:  Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Committee 

NDD.002.a08 
 
WHEREAS, federal programs designed to assist local, state, and tribal law enforcement 
agencies have played a vital role in reducing the nation's crime rate; and 
 
WHEREAS, local, state, and tribal law enforcement agencies are on the front lines in 
confronting the most powerful and sophisticated organized crime groups ever to challenge 
domestic law enforcement agencies, i.e., the international drug trafficking organizations; and  
 
WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) acknowledges that 
the Byrne Formula Grant Program was created by the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988; and  
 
WHEREAS, the IACP recognizes that the Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law 
Enforcement Assistance Grant Program is a partnership among federal, state, and local 
governments to create safer communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the problems presented by the unprecedented flow of drugs into this country 
by these international criminal syndicates continues to be a threat in many areas of the 
United States, particularly middle-sized and smaller-sized cities and rural areas; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 50 States, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands are eligible to apply for formula 
grant funds; and  
 
WHEREAS, the IACP supports efforts to improve functioning of the criminal justice 
system with emphasis on violent crime and serious offenders and the enforcement of state, 
local and tribal laws similar to those in the Federal Controlled Substances Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, the omnibus FY 2008 appropriations bill provided only $170 million for Byrne 
Grant funding, representing more than a two-thirds decrease from 2007 funding levels and 
nearly a $900 million dollar decrease in funding from 2002; and 
 
WHEREAS, Byrne Grant funding has experienced a steady and substantial decline in 
funding for federal government assistance programs since FY 2002. 
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    INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

RESOLUTION 
 

 
Adopted at the 115th Annual Conference 

San Diego, CA 
November 11, 2008 

 
SUPPORT OF THE USE OF MICROSTAMPING TECHNOLOGY 

Submitted by the Firearms Committee  
FC.026.a08  

WHEREAS, reducing the prevalence of gun crime and gun related homicides in the United 
States and around the world is a priority of law enforcement; and  

WHEREAS, each year many incidents of crime, including homicides, go unsolved due to a lack 
of evidence in the case; and  

WHEREAS, law enforcement agencies are in critical need of additional investigative tools and 
technologies that would provide accurate and timely intelligence and further leads in 
investigations of gun crime and give substantial investigatory links; and 

WHEREAS, in a large number of violent incidents involving firearms, shell casings are left at 
crime scenes and law enforcement agencies have no way of identifying these casings; and  

WHEREAS, microstamping technology would give each firearm the ability to stamp that 
weapon’s uniquely assigned and identifiable serial number and/or distinctive markings on 
cartridge casings by way of the firing pin; and 

WHEREAS, this technology would be used to help law enforcement identify the first known 
purchaser of a weapon used in crime, therefore providing leads that would allow for substantial 
evidentiary information that will help identify, apprehend and arrest criminals; and 

WHEREAS, microstamping technology has proven to be an inexpensive, yet effective way to 
mark and identify firearm shell casings; therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the International Association of Chiefs of Police, duly assembled at its 115th 
Annual Conference in San Diego, California recommends that all firearms produced or sold be 
fitted with microstamping technology so that law enforcement can further criminal investigations 
and enhance public safety; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the IACP calls on all governments to enact legislation that will allow for the 
implementation of microstamping technology. 

 




