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Reporting Lost Stolen Firearms

Questions and Answers

What will the legislation do?  It requires gun owners to store guns safely when not carrying them, and requires the owner of a firearm to report its theft or loss to police within 72 hours of when the owner knew or should have known of the loss/theft.

Why is requiring the reporting of lost and stolen guns necessary?  In Connecticut, from 2002-2004 (last period statistics are available), guns were used in 187 homicides, 2,018 aggravated assaults and 4,547 robberies.  Most gun violence is committed by people who cannot lawfully purchase or possess guns.  Law enforcement officials report that when a gun used in crime is traced back to the last person who legally owned the gun; that person claims the gun was lost or stolen. Since there is no requirement for reporting stolen or lost guns, no prosecution is possible.

Won’t gun traffickers just report their guns were stolen?  A gun trafficker might report a couple of guns as stolen, but if a trafficker called every few weeks to report his guns stolen, he would fast become the target of a police investigation.  No person breaking the law is going to bring that kind of scrutiny to his operation.

What happens when you report a lost or stolen firearm?  This report will set in motion a nation-wide effort to recover the firearm.  The gun’s description and serial number will be entered into the National Crime Information Center’s computer stolen-gun file, and will be checked by any officer encountering a suspicious gun.   The report will hasten the capture of the thief or subsequent illegal possessor, and will allow the prompt return of the gun to its rightful owner.
Isn’t the lawful gun owner likely to get tripped up by this law and have to pay a fine or go to court?  Conscientious gun owners keep track of their guns and ensure their guns are stored in a safe place.  Such owners call the police when their guns are lost or stolen because they will want to file an insurance claim and because they do not want their gun to end up in the wrong hands.  These responsible gun owners will not be affected by this law.

Gun owners have complained they have so many guns they can’t keep track of them or they live in rural areas where people don’t lock their doors.  Doesn’t this just burden that gun owner?  Gun owners have an obligation to safely store their guns.  These situations not only may cause guns to fall into criminals’ hands but into the hands of the teenager next door who could kill himself or others.

What if a gun owner stores the gun in his hunting lodge and he returns after a three-week absence to find the gun stolen?  The owner would report the loss at that time because that is when he should have known the gun was stolen.

What if a gun is stolen but the owner didn’t know it had been taken?  Wouldn’t the police come to the door if the gun was used in a crime and the owner be subject to arrest?  If a person’s gun is used in a crime, the police will come to the last lawful owner with or without this law.  Reporting the gun lost or stolen actually protects the lawful owner in the event his gun is used in a crime.  If the gun is used in a crime and traced back to this owner, and the owner has reported the gun stolen or lost, they will not be subject to an investigation.

Who supports the reporting of lost and stolen firearms?  98% of Connecticut residents and 96% of gun owners surveyed support it
.  Law enforcement agencies support it, including the CT Police Chiefs Association, and the CT State Police Union.  Also supporting the legislation is a diverse coalition including A Better Way Foundation, Mothers United Against Violence, People Against Injustice, CT State Medical Society, CT Education Association, CT Parent-Teacher Association, and CT NAACP.  In fact, most people are shocked to learn that this law does not already exist.
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� Poll conducted by the Center for Research & Public Policy at Sacred Heart University, May 13-May17, 2003





